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MMC Burn Unit honors IIKey Individuals"
The Burn Unit recognition pin is a new-and very rare-symbol at Maine Medical
Center. Just 12 people are proud owners of the distinctive ceramic disc which depicts a
white-bandaged figure against a field of red. The pins were debuted and distributed at a
special recognition coffee hosted last month by Richard C. Britton, M.D. Ch ief of Surgery.
"These are key individuals who made
Barbour, QT, Joan Rogers, Dietary, and
this Burn Unit get off the ground even
Pat Calderwood, Housekeeping.
faster than I ever dreamed possible," Dr.
The eight-bed Burn Unit, not yet
Britton said of the twelve who received
two years old, is devoted to the care of
pins. He asked that each accept the pin
seriously burned patients. It is a separate
as "an accolade from your peers."
facility with its own nursing station, a
So honored for special service to the
hydrotherapy room complete with body
unit were: Jan Thompson, RN, Ed
tank, patient lifting devices, and other
Thompson, RN, Janine Spindler, RN,
equipment designed expressly for the
Barbara Ford, RN, Susanne Kufta, RN,
treatment of burns.
David Wehmeyer, Burn Technician, Meg
When opened in March of 1978,
Taylor, Unit Clerk, Sadie Hawkins and
MMC's unit completed a network of burn
Jeannie Coughlin, Social Service, Pat
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BURN UNIT RECOGNITION coffee begins as host Richard C. Britton, M.D., Chief
of Surgery, gets serving assistance from Agnes Flaherty, RN, Vice President for Nursing,
left, and Lois Bazinet, RN, CCRN. (A/V Photo)

Jan. 16, 1980

Snow plow crews
ready and waiting
and waiting
While we've been waiting for real
winter, rumors of weekend blizzards or
overnight storms have caused some
concern on the part of those who drive
daily to and from Maine Medical Center.
Sooner or later it will snow. As soon as
it does, the situation at MMC will be
under clockwork control by Engineering
Services.
At the onset of snowfall, plowing
procedures begin as follows: crews will
plow, sand and salt the Bramhall Entrance,
Emergency Entrance, Gilman Street
Entrance, Admitting Entrance, receiving
area, NDF Entrance as well as priority
No.1 fire exits. During the course of a
snowfall, the major goal will be to keep
the Emergency Entrance open with clear
access to the parking ramp so that personnel coming to work will be able to find
parking out of the weather. If necessary,
in order to insure the use of the Emergency Entrance and access to the ramp,
the plows clear Gilman and Charles
Streets.
As clean-up progresses, they plow the
Holt Hall Entrance and the carport and
finish fire exits, Leighton House, Thomas
House, Chisholm House, walks and
drives, and the diagnostic facility roof.
As a final step, they clear all oil fill
tanks, clean drains, and fill sand containers.
The Bramhall Parking Lot will be
cleared between midnight and 6:00 a.m.
when the lot is empty of cars. If for
any reason cars are left in the Bramhall
Lot, the owners should notify Security
for help in moving the car from major
snow clearing lanes.
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care centers throughout Maine. Others
are in Presque Isle, Bangor, and Lewiston.
Approximately 400 persons become burn
victims annually in this state. MMC will
receive about 70 of the patients, generally
adults whose burns involve more than
25 percent of their body area, and
children with a 20 percent involvement.

FOR BURN UNIT head nurse Jan
Thompson, RN, the coffee was also a
farewell. Dr. Britton and Associate Vice
President Robert J. Campbell wish Mrs.
Thompson well as she moves to the
Newborn Nursery. (A/V Photo)

F B R dedicates
new lab unit
A new laboratory that provides tests
needed to determine donor and recipient
compatibility for organ transplants in
Maine and parts of New Hampshire was
dedicated last week at the Foundation
for Blood Research in Scarborough.
The Cellular Immunology Laboratory,
newest unit within the FBR, matches
individuals by analyzing antigens on their
white blood cells which playa major role
in the acceptance of transplanted tissues.
The new laboratory also assesses other
white blood cell characteristics which
may aid in the diagnosis of certain
rheumatic diseases, and is developing
th is cell ular research for correlations
with various clinical disorders.
Dr. Bernard Amos, professor of
Immunology at Duke University School
of Medicine and developer of the tissue
matching procedure, was the principal
speaker at a dedication program Th ursday.
Other participants included Dr. Robert
F. Ritchie, medical director of the FBR;
Dr. James E. Haddow, associate medical
director; Dr. Paula J. Romano, director
of the new laboratory; and Dr. Robert
Sylvester, Portland, president of the
Maine Arthritis Foundation.

Locks changeover
keeps to schedule
It'sabout
200 down and another
1,000 to go for MMC locksmith Robert
Miller as he works at converting all
passage locks in the hospital to the new
non-reproducible key system. The conversion, due for completion in June will
enable the Security Department to increase its control over access hospital
wide. It provides the added bonus of
allowing key holders to carry fewer keys.
Over the next six months, while Miller
concentrates on this major conversion
project, there may be some delay in
routine key and lock service. To minimize
any inconvenience - and help keep the
conversion on schedule - the following
service request procedure will be in effect:
All requests should be submitted to Joan
Galli in the Materials Management Office,
using Maintenance Request form 36.
Allow five working days for routine service and key cutting work to be completed. Emergency work will be handled
immediately. Should questions or
problems arise, check with Materials
Management on ext. 2984.

RETIREMENT COFFEE TO
HONOR GRACE MOULTON, RN
All in the Maine Medical Center family
are invited to bring their best wishes to a
Retirement Coffee honoring Grace
Moulton, RN, Nurse Specialist, in the
Cafeteria Conference Rooms from 8:30
to 10:30 a.m. on Friday.
Mrs. Moulton pioneered the Nurse
Specialist role at MMC in 1967. She has
been recognized by the Maine State
Nurses Association for her expertise
and dedication to excellent patient care.

DR. RICHARD C. BRITTON presents Burn Unit pins to Sadie Hawkins, Social
Service, left, and Pat Barbour, OT. (A/V Photo)

BURN UNIT PIN is ceramic, showing
a white-bandaged figure on a disc of red.
(A/V Photo)

Ca rpool ing, 1980
who needs it?

VOLUNTEERS WHO SERVE on the Patient Survey Committee are known for their
sound judgement, intelligence, insight and maturity. Above all, they possess great sensitivity and tact - essential when they are, in effect, asking patients to rate the quality
of care at Maine Medical Center. From outpatient parking facilities to clinic waiting
periods, from reviews of MMC's closed circuit TV to comments on the patient menu,
from reactions to medical and nursing staff attention to feelings about visiting hours,
subjects discussed by patients and volunteers include the full range of hospital services.
Patients, comfortable in conversation with volunteers who are clearly concerned about
them, are candid with compliments and complaints alike. All survey findings are passed
on to department heads through regular meetings of the Patient Care Committee. Greta
Clifford of Cape Elizabeth, shown here compiling a day's survey reports, is one of 16
volunteers who serve on the committee. Each has completed a five-month training
program, and last year they totalled some 1,400 hours on survey work. Mrs. Clifford,
a volunteer for just one year, has worked over 140 hours. (A/V Photo)

Racquetball rates possible for MMC
Racquetball is the newest of the
racquet games. It's for young and old,
male or female, the physical fitness
enthusiast or the casual once-a-month
player. The game is easy to learn (one or
two hours of instruction). fun to play,
and excellent exercise. One hour of
racquetball is equivalent to three hours
of tennis!
The Employee Activity Committee is
investigating the possibility of earning
group rates for us at Maine Medical Center through the Playoff Clubs at Falmouth and the Maine Mall.
If you are interested and want to find
out more about the membership plan,

Bob Thompson, the owner/manager of
the Playoff Clubs will be here on Friday,
January 25, from 4 to 5 p.m. in Cafeteria
Conference Room A. He will discuss
MMC discount rates and club membership benefits, and set a time for a free
clinic orientation.
If you are interested, but will not be
abl~ to make the meeting, please call
Andrea Beaudet, 2336, and leave your
name and number. The EAC will keep
you informed.
Membership will do more than allow
you to play racquetball; there are saunas,
whirlpools, exercise rooms, and much
more. Join the group on Friday the 25th.

Well, who needs to save an extra
$804 a year? Or $1,392 a year? Accordding to the Federal Highway Commission,
that's what a commuter who drives alone
in a standard size auto on a 20-mile trip
to work (40-mile roundtrip) could have
saved by carpooling in 1979. Figuring gas,
oil, maintenance, tires and repairs, that
solitary driver spent $1,857 just on
getting to work.
Alternating driving with one other person in a shared driving carpool would
have cost only $1,053; joining a fourpassenger carpool would have cost a mere
$465.
Or take a subcompact on a 10-mile
commute (20-mile roundtrip):
The
savings in '79 would have amounted to
$328 on an alternate driving pool, and
$509 on a four-passenger pool.
Armed with these impressive figures,
and somewhat experienced at organizing
carpools (a 77% match for MMCemployees who wished to participate in pooling
last summer). the Public Information

department will again act as a clearing
house for prospective poolers. Setting
the machinery in motion for driver
match-ups will take a little time.
WHAT'S HAPPENING will have more
details next week.

you should know
Just a reminder: The Waynflete
School gym (on Spring Street) is open to
Maine Medical Center employees from
7 to 9 p.m. on Tuesdays. Groups especially interested in challenging others in
either basketball or volleyball-or bothshould contact Tom Noonan on 2183
to arrange court time. As usual, people
using the gym should bring one dollar
to help defray expenses.

The Leisure Center
has winter classes
The Leisure Center for the Handicapped is now accepting registrations
for the winter season. The Center, a
project of the City of Portland Recreation Division, offers recreational
programs to non-residents as well as
residents of Portland.
Activities for the physically handicapped, mentally or emotionally disturbed include skiing, swimming instruction, bowling, fitness and exercise classes,
arts and crafts. Program schedules and
registration forms are available at The
Leisure Center in the Y.M.C.A. Building,
70 Forest Ave., Portland, or by phone:
773-5273.

about people
Pat Jordan, RN, CCRN, has received
the Member of the Year Award from the
Southern Maine Chapter of the American
Association of Critical Care Nurses.
MMC's head nurse for the Special Care
Unit, she was voted the award at the
chapter's December meeting.

IS TODAY
YOUR BIRTHDAY?

An Ice Cream Cone
is yours FREE
at the
MMC Coffee Shop
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WHAT'S HAPPENING is published every
Wednesday at M,aine Medical Center, Portland,
FOR RENT: In-town, 3 all-new unfurnished
apts., wall-to-wall carpet; 4 rooms, $250/mo.; Maine for members of the Hospital community
5 rooms, $325; both with large sunny kitchens; and for friends of the institution throughout
Maine and northern New England. Comments,
efficiency, $175. Utils. extra. Sec. dep., no
pets. Call 767-3715 or 767-3973.
questions and suggestions may be addressed to
the Editor, Public Information Office, MMe,
FOR RENT: Two Congress St. apts. 4 rooms Portland, Me., 04102.
unfurnished, wall-to-wall carpet, $240/mo.
Contributors to this issue:
includes heat. Call 767-3715.
Barbara Bums, Editor
Susan Hosmer, Public Information
FOR RENT: Pine Point home on the ocean, on
Ella Hudson, A/V Resources
busline, 3 bdrms., W/W carpet, furnished,
Charlotte Hurd, A/V Resources
washer, dryer, dishwasher, cable TV, parking.
Judy MacKenzie, A/V Resources
Adults, no pets, sec. dep. and lease. $350/mo.
Bonnie Scarpelli, A/V Resources
Call 775-1904.
George A. Drew, Print Shop
Henry J. Guiod, Jr., Print Shop
FOR RENT: 3 mins. from MMC, 6 mo. lease,
4 rms. & bath, no children or pets, $250/mo.
and elec. heat, stove, refrig. & parking. Call
773-8852.
FOR RENT: 3 Vaughan St. apts. One 3 bdrm.
and two 4 bdrms., W/W carpet, new appliances,
FOR RENT: Westgate area 3 bdrm. apt. Newly
newly renovated. Call May Duca at 774-5908.
remodeled with fireplace and hardwood floors.
Garage parking. Avail. Feb. 1. Call 774-9480.
FOR RENT W/OPTION TO BUY: 3 bdrm.
house in Cape Elizabeth. Private beach w/deep
FOR SALE: 2 white nurse's uniforms, size 18,
water anchorage. $500/mo. Call 799-1737.
1 short sleeve, 1 % sleeve, both good condo
$12 for both. Call 799-2502 after 5 p.m.
FOR SALE: Gold, crushed velvet sofa bed,
2 cushions, used very little, call 774-7559
FOR SALE: Electric Regal portable typewriter,
after 5 :30 p.m,
good cond., seldom used. Asking $165. Call
775-0530 after 5 p.m.
FOR SALE: Custom made love seat, sleeps
two, good mattress, upholstered gray nylon,
DESIRE TO RENT: Large apt. or house
good condition, $75, call 797-2490.
close to MMC or USM. Call collect, 282-2743.
WANTED: Crib & playpen in good condition.
Call 772-5293.
WANTED: Professional male seeks roommate
to share expenses of 2 bdrm. apt., 10 miles
from Portland. Rent reasonable and includes
heat. Call 892-2820 eves.
WANTED: Infant (4 mos. - 2 yrs.) to care for
on a full-time or part-time basis in the evening.
Located on Gilman St. Call 773-7911 from
9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
WANTED: Daily roundtrip ride from Westbrook to MMC. Call 854-5314 eves.

FOR SALE: Twin, Hollywood bed & metal
clothes cabinet, both in ex. condo Call Michele
at 772-1906 after 4 p.m.
FOR SALE: 1969 Volkswagen, mechanically
excellent, has current inspection sticker, good
heater; everything works including AM/FM
radio. Asking $350. Well maintained. Contact
C. Murray at 772-7292 between 5 and 7 p.m.
WANTED: Roommate to share modern 2
bdrm. apt, in quiet section of Cape Elizabeth.
$140/mo. per person & electricity. Call
Yvonne at 767-4094.
RENT W/OPTION TO BUY: So. Portland
2 bdrm. ranch, 6 mo. rent applied to purchase
at Aug. closing. $350/mo. Call 774-2735.
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FOR RENT: 2 rooms w/bath & fireplace,
heat and electricity, $220/mo. 26 Cushman,
call 773-4938.
FOR SALE: 1978 Dodge 3/4 ton D200 P/U
with club cab. P.S., P.B., A.T., Radio, 4 good
tires. $1200 or best offer. Call Peg at 854-2925.
FOR SALE: 1972 Plymouth, ex. cond., 6 radial
tires less than 1 yr. old. Asking $1,500. Call
Bob Pratt at 637-2298.

